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2 million lost jobs. Instead, they’re 
wasting time pushing bills that will 
never become law but do make their 
position clear. Republicans are willing 
to hold the full faith and credit of the 
United States hostage in order to push 
for extreme policies that will gut So-
cial Security, Medicare, and Medicaid 
and devastate the economy and the 
middle class while doing everything 
they can to protect millionaires and 
billionaires and companies that ship 
American jobs overseas. 

We need to raise the debt ceiling and 
then turn our attention to the real cri-
sis, the jobs crisis. We can revive the 
American Dream. We must. 

f 

ROADBLOCKS TO THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of the 14.1 million 
Americans who are unable to find jobs. 

This administration’s reckless spend-
ing policies, massive bailouts, and ex-
cessive regulations have driven the un-
employment rate to an astounding 9.2 
percent. Democrats have shown again 
and again that they care more about 
the bureaucrats that prevent jobs than 
the businesses that create them. Every 
year, unelected bureaucrats issue more 
than 3,000 final rules. That’s close to 10 
rules a day. Make no mistake, federally 
imposed rules consume precious time 
and resources. Businesses are less like-
ly to invest and hire new employees. 
This is a recipe for failure. 

Americans have always been a for-
ward-thinking and innovative people. 
We’re constantly looking ahead to the 
next breakthrough. Unfortunately, 
businesses now look over their shoul-
ders instead of aiming for the horizon. 
The American Dream is still alive, Mr. 
Speaker; just ask the men and women 
who are pounding the pavement, 
polishing their resumes, and looking 
for paychecks. Americans are ready. 
We need to make Washington tear 
down the roadblocks. 

f 

THE DEBT CEILING 

(Ms. BASS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong opposition to the Re-
publican debt ceiling plan that will be 
considered later this week. 

My Republican colleagues have 
brought a bill to the floor that would 
introduce statutory spending caps for 
the next 10 years with mandatory auto-
matic cuts across the board to all pro-
grams if the cap is breached. Disguised 
as a solution, this cap would quickly 
become one of the most serious budg-
etary problems this country has ever 
faced. While a spending cap might 
sound responsible, in reality, caps 
don’t balance budgets; caps trigger 

massive unsustainable cuts. We tried 
this in California. The Republican 
spending cap jeopardizes our ability to 
improve our schools, rebuild the Na-
tion’s crumbling infrastructure, and in-
vest in R&D. 

A global spending cap is not a silver 
bullet for our budgetary woes. Far 
from being a budgetary cure-all, a dras-
tic ceiling on spending would under-
mine our recovery when the economy 
gets better. So I urge my colleagues to 
abandon this hostage-taking on raising 
the debt ceiling and work with the 
President to lead us forward with a re-
sponsible debt reduction plan. 

Besides forcing significant cuts to 
important programs, a cap would make 
it nearly impossible to restore services 
cut over the recession as our economy 
recovers or step in to respond to cur-
rent or future economic challenges. 
This is not the time to be talking 
about capping spending at 
unsustainable levels that can never be 
raised again. 

f 

b 1220 

LET’S GET THE JOB DONE 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are depending on the Con-
gress and the President to find a solu-
tion to the Nation’s skyrocketing debt. 
Now is not the time for partisan rhet-
oric. Rather, now is the time for both 
sides to come together and work on 
finding a bold bipartisan plan to ad-
dress the Nation’s debt and debt ceil-
ing. 

One thing we can all agree on is de-
fault is not an option. We will and 
must pay our obligations. Small busi-
ness owners who have worked their en-
tire lives for sterling credit ratings 
would receive a devastating blow if 
Washington can’t set aside their dif-
ferences and come together on this im-
portant debate. 

At a time when unemployment is at 
9.2 percent, default is not an answer. 
We need to encourage the job creators 
of our country to invest and to hire, 
not paralyze them with even more eco-
nomic uncertainty. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to work on a bold plan. 
There’s no reason that we cannot come 
together and work to cut spending and 
put our Nation back on the path to fis-
cal sanity. Americans across our coun-
try are depending on us to get the job 
done. 

f 

‘‘COMPROMISE’’ IS A DIRTY WORD 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, when did 
the idea of ‘‘compromise’’ get to be a 
dirty word? When did the idea that 
‘‘my way or the highway’’ is the only 

way to go forward become the order of 
the day? We are at a stalemate because 
we cannot come to some basic ideas 
about how to move forward. 

Here’s the fact, absolute fact, irref-
utable: We do not need to link and tie 
deficit reduction to raising the debt 
ceiling. They are independent neces-
sities. They are two different things, 
and one does not have to be tied to the 
other. And when you link the two to-
gether, you are holding the full faith 
and credit of the United States hostage 
to a set of budgetary cuts. 

This is a mistake. It is not 
statespersonship. It is not what we are 
elected to do. 

Yes, we have to do deficit reduction, 
but it doesn’t need to be linked to rais-
ing the debt ceiling. We should raise 
the debt ceiling now and then work on 
debt reduction. 

How do we do that? We need more 
people paying taxes to reduce the def-
icit. That means jobs; that means in-
frastructure. 

Let’s get it done now. Raise the debt 
ceiling and pass a good infrastructure 
bill at the same time. 

f 

FIGHTING FOR LANDOWNERS IN 
THE SAN JOAQUIN DELTA 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
landowners from the San Joaquin 
Delta who are fighting against the pe-
ripheral canal. Without permission, the 
State is sending its employees into pri-
vate farmland to conduct surveys that 
the State needs to conduct studies to 
build a canal. Delta farmers are not 
standing for it. Delta farmers have 
taken the case to the courts, and I urge 
them to keep fighting for their prop-
erty rights and the health of the delta. 

A peripheral canal or tunnel that 
takes large amounts of fresh water 
from the delta would devastate our 
families, our farmers, and our busi-
nesses in our community. A canal will 
cause saltwater intrusion, destroy 
thousands of acres of farmland, and 
devastate our water quality. 

It’s time for our State and Federal 
agencies to respect the delta and its 
people. We won’t tolerate anything 
less. 

f 

RECOGNIZING YOUTH INTER-
NATIONAL DAY AND THE CUL-
MINATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
YOUTH YEAR 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize International Youth 
Day and to honor youth leaders in 
Rhode Island as we celebrate the cul-
mination of the International Youth 
Year. 
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Since 1999, when the U.N. designated 

August 12 as a day to recognize the in-
tegral role youth have played in sus-
tainable progress, we have commemo-
rated the importance of young people 
getting involved in our global, re-
gional, and national development. 

In celebrating the many milestones 
of the youth of today, we also honor 
the lives and work of those who led 
them, and Rhode Island has so many 
fantastic youth leaders. One such ex-
ample is my friend, Franklin Rodri-
guez, the Minister of Youth Affairs in 
the Dominican Republic and the presi-
dent of the Ibero-American Organiza-
tion of Youth, who has joined us here 
today in the gallery. 

Under Franklin’s leadership, the 
Ministry of Youth has worked to en-
gage and empower Dominican Amer-
ican youth in Rhode Island by collabo-
rating with the Community College of 
Rhode Island to provide training oppor-
tunities and honoring outstanding 
young civic and educational leaders in 
the community with their Youth Ex-
cellence Award. 

Many of Rhode Island’s Dominican 
residents are young people who have 
contributed to the cultural, economic, 
and social development of our State in 
so many ways. For this reason, I’m 
honored to recognize International 
Youth Day, the leaders of the youth 
movement, and the culmination of 
International Youth Year. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members not to 
refer to occupants of the gallery. 

f 

ONGOING VIOLENCE IN SYRIA 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to strongly condemn the Syrian 
regime’s recent hostility towards both 
the United States and the Syrian peo-
ple. The courageous visit by U.S. Am-
bassador Robert Ford to Hama, the site 
of massive antiregime protests, dem-
onstrates that the United States stands 
by those who advocate for democracy 
and freedom. 

Days after Ford’s visit, the American 
Embassy in Damascus endured several 
violent pro-regime demonstrations, re-
sulting in considerable damage. Had 
the Syrian security forces acknowl-
edged their international obligations, 
these rioters in support of President 
Assad would not have been able to ap-
proach the embassy. By responding 
poorly, Assad has conveyed disrespect 
towards the United States. 

I applaud Secretary of State Clin-
ton’s recent tough stance toward 
Assad, declaring that his regime ‘‘has 
lost legitimacy.’’ 

Time and time again, Assad, like his 
father before him, has turned to arrest-
ing, torturing, and killing anyone who 

would stand in the way of his tyranny. 
Therefore, with the best interests of 
the Syrian people in mind, I call on 
President Assad to resign as President. 

f 

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL 
YOUTH SPORTS WEEK 

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate National Youth 
Sports Week and to welcome several 
exceptional student athletes joining us 
in the gallery. The Baltimore 
SquashWise program and their leader, 
a local lacrosse star, are here to help 
us celebrate. 

Moments ago I was joined by Hockey 
Hall of Famer Pat LaFontaine, former 
Redskin Ken Harvey, youth sports 
leaders and coaches to unveil the 
‘‘F.A.N.S. for Youth Sports’’ legislative 
agenda to address fitness, access, nutri-
tion, and safety. 

Student athletes make better grades, 
get in less trouble, and are less likely 
to be obese. Sports shape the character 
of each child who walks onto the field. 

I’m especially pleased that some of 
our Nation’s top sports programs, in-
cluding the NFL, the NHL, the PGA, 
and the U.S. Tennis Association, 
among others, are supporting this 
agenda. This agenda represents a re-
newed commitment to our Nation’s 
youth. 

Children are the best investment we 
can make in our future. We should 
never be too busy to help a child. Let’s 
celebrate together National Youth 
Sports Week. 

f 

EXTEND FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION FUNDING 

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Saturday 
morning at midnight, following 20 pre-
vious clean extensions, funding for the 
Federal Aviation Administration was 
allowed to expire. 

Why did this happen? Simple. Just 
like the Republican Party’s lack of 
leadership over the debt ceiling debate, 
they absolutely refuse to compromise 
to extend funding for the FAA. For 
them, this debate is theoretical. Yet 
for the 4,000 Americans throughout the 
Nation who are paid out of the FAA 
trust fund that will not be paid, and 
tens of thousands who are affected by 
the cancellation of the airport con-
struction projects, this situation is 
real. For the State of Florida, that in-
cludes over 3,000 airport construction 
jobs lost and 27 FAA employee jobs, 19 
of them in the Orlando International 
Airport. 

Let me just be clear. The reason that 
the FAA extension was not renewed is 
because the House Transportation 
Committee chair, Mr. MICA, inserted 

language into the FAA extension bill 
that would end the program that pro-
vides subsidies to rural airports. 

Shame, shame, shame on the Repub-
lican leadership in this House. 

f 

REBUILDING THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
am from Colorado, and in Colorado, 
just like all across the country, Ameri-
cans believe that if they work hard, if 
they play by the rules, if they’re re-
sponsible in how they conduct their 
lives, they’re going to get ahead. 

Well, it’s been very tough here re-
cently. We’ve had a downturn. We have 
all this uncertainty because of, I be-
lieve, Republican brinksmanship to ei-
ther shut down the government or 
maybe shut down the economy. 

People want to get ahead. They want 
to know that this country will con-
tinue to innovate, educate, and rebuild 
itself so that we have good, long-last-
ing jobs that provide for our families. 
That’s what Democrats stand for. We 
don’t stand for all this brinksmanship 
every day. 

Are we going to have a government 
or are we not? Are we going to have an 
economy or are we not? That’s got to 
change. We have got to get back to re-
building the American Dream. 

f 

b 1230 

SANTIAGO CANYON COLLEGE 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to ex-
tend well-deserved congratulations to 
Santiago Canyon College’s Imagine 
Cup team. 

Earlier this month, Team Syntax Er-
rors accomplished what many thought 
they would never do. First of all, we’re 
talking about a community college. 
And especially with the cuts happening 
in California to these wonderful col-
leges we have, they went and they com-
peted against 430 of the best univer-
sities in the world. In addition to that 
competition, this community college is 
a gem for our community. 

Santiago Canyon’s Team Syntax Er-
rors proved that hard work and deter-
mination can make impossible dreams 
come true. They placed within the top 
15 universities in the world. I am very 
proud of these students, and I admire 
their ambition. They are true role 
models for all of our young students 
striving to succeed in an ever-chang-
ing, ever-global world. 

It is my honor to recognize Hayden 
Donze, Bill Vetter, Gary Kelley, and 
Dale Laizure for their remarkable ac-
complishments. Congratulations. 
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